	
	 

	
	
	


	Colors Of The Rainbow

Consultants Help Guide Homeowners 
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When Vicki Selje Edwards moved into her Fitchburg home last fall, she chose a color resembling cement to paint her living room walls, which reach to a 19-foot ceiling. She thought the color would go well with her furniture and the fireplace, which are both in earth tones, and the existing curtains and wallpaper in the adjacent front entrance. But when she painted a large swatch on a wall, the taupe-like color looked cold with her furniture, which is mostly wooden or upholstered in brown.

Edwards, who loves red, also wanted that color for the walls of her kitchen, which opens to the living room. But after buying three quarts of different reds, none of them looked right to her. “I just couldn't settle on it," said Edwards, who shares the home with her husband, Ed Edwards. That's when she decided to work with paint color consultant, Mare Tracy, who runs ColorScapes Painting and Decorating out of her Madison home.

Tracy's clients have varying interests in how much they want or feel they can be involved with color choices, said Tracy, who nonetheless tries to incorporate customers in the process. "When all goes well I've caught on to who they are and what they like along with what will be inherently beautiful," she said. "My love for color and art and interior environments becomes contagious and the artist in every one seems to come a little closer to the surface."

In the Edwards' home, Tracy went with pale tones of yellow, peach and brown that are so similar the differences in color are very subtle on each of the various living room walls. "I would have never picked that color (cement) but that was the only one that was actually going with everything," Edwards said. "That's why I picked Mare, because she put different colors on every wall, which I never would have thought of doing."

Although most of the kitchen is red, the wall with the door into the living room was painted a very pale yellow to soften the contrast between the two rooms. The wall at the end of the hall off the living room was painted a dark sage to complement the light green bedroom off the living room. Other walls in the house - such as those in the laundry/mud room off the kitchen where Edwards has some green accessories - were painted a medium-toned green to add darker accents and interest because it's a contrasting color to red. "When she got done painting I said, 'Ed, it's home," Edwards said.

When Tracy starts working with a client, she asks what they like that's already in the home such as the brick in a fireplace or other furnishings. "I want to use the color to support what's in the room," Tracy said. "When art is hanging in a home, it can benefit from a supportive wall color, or else it floats and is separated from everything else. "Throughout the process, she tries to create a sense of harmony and continuity within each room and from room to room.

She also considers how color affects people's moods. Tracy uses colors from a number of different paint companies, which she said are offering more choices than ever before. When choosing colors, it's important to compare them to other complementary colors to find their true nature, Tracy said. She often uses more than one color in a room, which adds vibrancy, she said. "The difference in color can often be a subtle shift to help pull everything together and to add interest," Tracy said. "Or I might use an accent color here or there. Ceilings are also considered." Her hands-on experience in implementing her designs is what has made her service unique.

Tracy has over 20 years experience in home remodeling. She also is an artist who works in pastels and has studied art through UW-Madison and the Peninsula Art School with a focus on color. She charges $75 an hour for a color consultation, which averages two or three hours depending on the number of rooms and whether additional decorating advice is sought. If the customers also hire her to do the painting, she charges an average of $50 for prep work and painting but free estimates are given.

 Despite the time and expense involved, some homeowners who have gone through the process    say the effort has paid off. For example, Jim Winkle and Bonnie Schmidt hired Tracy to freshen their Bay Creek Neighborhood house before selling it. All the walls were white. But they thought the home might look better with some color while keeping it neutral to appeal to more people. "It is easy to paint one room in isolation, but to bring them all together to be harmonious is much harder," Winkle said.

The house sold quickly and they moved a few blocks away to another house with all white walls. They hired Tracy for another color consultation, although the second time around, they've had time to do the painting themselves. The living room, which is one of the darker rooms because it's on the north side of the home, is now a light yellow with a gold color above the fireplace and a green on the opposite wall.

In the dining room, which receives more light, the color is a rich, raspberry red. "We have gotten so many compliments on it (the dining room)," Winkle said.

Information:

· Mare Tracy, ColorScapes Painting and Decorating, (608) 279-2279.

· www.colorscapes.net 



	


